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Pursuant to MP.E.P. §609 and 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97-1.99, Applicant herewith submits 
form PTO-1449 which lists references cited in the International Search Report (ISR) dated 
December 5, 2000 and the International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) dated 
December 4, 2001 for the present application and of which Applicant is aware. English 
translations of the German language documents are not readily available. The Examiner is alerted 
to the fact that each was cited in the ISR and/or IPER, both of which are included herewith. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists. 
While the term "references" is used in citing the U.S. patents called to the Examiner's attention 
herein, Applicant does not make any admission that each or all of them are "prior art" references 
within the meaning of the statutory and case law. 

Applicant reserves the right to contend, where appropriate, that a patent asserted against 
any claim of the present application is not prior art under the facts and the law. 

Applicant also reserves the right to present appropriate arguments and/or evidence to 
establish patentability over the references, should one or more of the references be applied against 
the claims of the present application. 



Applicant requests that the Examiner independently determine those items which the 
Examiner would consider the most pertinent of all the references cited herein. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed within three (3) months of the filing date of 
this application and before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Accordingly, 
this document complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. Section 1.97(b). 

If, on the other hand, it is determined that a fee is due or that any overpayment has been 
made, it is requested that such sum be charged or credited to Deposit Account No. 50-0217. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Additionally, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.25(b), please treat this and any concurrent or future 
reply in this application that requires any fee due during the entire pendency of this application as 
incorporating authorization to charge such fees to Deposit Account No. 50-0217. 

It is respectfully requested that the reference cited in the accompanying PTO-1449 Form 
be considered and made of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERTS & MERCANTI, L L P. 




ROBERTS & MERCANTI, L L P. 

P.O. Box 3156 

105 Lock Street, Suite 203 

Newark, New Jersey 07103-0156 

Phone: 973-621-0660 

Fax: 973-621-0774 




I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or 
fee is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to "Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 



K:\wpdocs\PATENT\310 VerccnigdcM 027\Information Disclosure State.wpd 



| /^b&f^hON DISCLOSURE CITATION 

/ (Ub6Jeyeral sheets if necessary) 

1 MAY 3 0 2002 » 

1 1 IOI W MlVk {JJ 


Docket Number (Optional) 

310.1027 


Application Number * 

10/069,330 


Applicants) 

FEENSTRA, Frits Kornelis 


Filing Date 

February 22, 2002 


Group Art Unit 

Unknown 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



REF 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 



Al 



5,690,490 



11/25/1997 



Cannon et al. 



11/25/1996 



A2 



5,902,441 



05/11/1999 



Bredt et al. 



09/04/1996 



A3 



5,823,778 



10/20/1998 



Schmitt et al. 



06/09/1997 



>7% 



4> 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



REF 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



Translation 



NO 



A4 



0 431 924 A2 



12/06/1991 



EP 



A5 



0 431 924 A3 



11/13/1991 



EP 



A6 



WO 98/51747 



11/19/1998 



PCT 



A7 



WO 91/03988 



04/04/1991 



PCT 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



F rmPTO-A820 
(alsof rmPTO-1449) 



P09A/REV04 



Patent and Trademark Office • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
SHEET 1 OF 1 



